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Bmx‘owers from -
pubhcI library who show a dx,spo-s_-n
tion tg keep’ books have .as rmir
chance of holding the volumes as|
butterfly in the present cold; snap,
The much publicized Mounted P?v
lice are just a bunch of  amateurs
vigj-
theh{

lantes lof the hbrary “pet

books.” | . i

A. F.| Jamieson, chlef librarian of
the Winnipeg publi¢ hbrary, WOn-
dered,

internal audit clerk at
Vancouver, managed to retain books
from t}he library in. that c1ty for
four :years Tucker was suspended

 } by Mayor G. G. McGeer after it
|had been brought cut during an 11'{*
¥ | quiry t

hat he had held books iom
iod without retuamng them.
Wwould  have: phoned. the

that per
“We

‘|mayor lpng ago if such a thing ham

pened in Winnipeg,” Mr, Jarmesoq
“Anybody in Wmmpe .who

0_‘1d books ﬁnds it retty

“Here is what happens when odks
are kept. by tardy Wmmpeg bbr-
rowers. |After the books have been
overdue sen;t
|of

or her. omission and asklng tl;at

two weeks 4 notice i

hlb

brmg re uIts they are phone sev’—-
eral times: during the next | Iou
"} the end of which time
letter goes put. The next month th
baok sleuths get down to real bum

| ness.. A‘mesﬁznger calls an |
mands thé' books. If, by thlsg tlme{

wers resistance i
¢n, he-or she. gels a e
cxty solicitor’s fﬁbe

the bor
worn do
from  th ;i'

and stxil ,
the™ libr 1;}" his ‘employets!
notified of: the sutuatmn anq
asked to $s1st_ ]
The lxbr’afry has another ade
tol play, elven after- that. W§e

‘the  Wirinip |

riday morning, just hdw Wil
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party - takes Ol ‘nooks he has to

« supply the names. of two references
‘These 1eterences are called by the

hbrary regardmg hlS trustworthx-
ness and 11’ they turn thumbs down
the party does not get hbrary prw:l—
eges. When books are not returned

the library phones lthe refercnces
and asks them to: see. that the boo:{s
are returned.

The final fly, in the ‘tardy borrow-
er's omtment is the little matter of
a fine, Ov erdue books are charged

at the rate of two cents a day—and |

tolls mount as the weeks go by.

The man who does not brmg back
books is, ngur‘atwely speakmg. a‘
man th_ttgut a. country. ‘He is
“blacklis by the hbrary and
cannof, borrow. again. -

~ About 50 Wmmpeg cmzens v.hc '

have had boocks since last November

are die to get solicitor’s letters any |

day now. Many of them have moved
and will be difficult to locate, but
the library ‘will do its best. :

A blgger pest, Mr. Jamleson told
the Free Press is the persoii who!
comes " into- the lxbrary ‘and - steals
books. It.is hard to check this

not | Menace’ and this evil!is responsible |
for more lost books tfxan the people

who do not return them. S

~ The . two-cents-a-day fine lmlght
|look small, Mr. Jamieson told a re-
!{ porter—but the coppers-have a habit
of mounting up into four tlgures
The library . gets approx;mately

$2,000 a year from this source, the |

|| tigure for:last year belng $1,808, At
$2 a book, the: library . could, if it

|wanted to; purchase §04 ‘books, each |
5year trom this revenue. - X |




