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~ NEW FLA

FLIES

G, INAUGURATED TODA;

. the,  new Canadian coat-of-arins re-
P plared the old shileld on the {1y of the
. Red Ensign (and

i gaverament ships).
" bearing the old shicld was perm

HE HISTORY

of  the!

I now  offlcial  ftlag  of
ST Canuda, the first
,.u.nlhox"lzed tiag of the Do-
mlinlan, which {lles today
from the Fres Press fieg-
staff, goes back 31 years o

the time when on February
2. 1892, the Canadian Red En-
slgn was authorized by ad-
iralty warrant to be flown
by Canadian registered mer-
chant vessels. During these
22  years, the Canadian Red
Ensign with the old coat-nf-arms—
an aggregation of Jdevices whlch - had:
wandered [nto heing In a haphazard
way on the hasis of the old Great
Seal design of 1868—"lefaclng™ the
fiv, has been uged, though ~without
definite authorlty, sa a nztlcnai
‘anadian fiag. X
A Nitle aver twb peard ago, on No-
vember 21, 191, King Geoyke author-
ized the' use of thes new Canadlan
cont>of-arms design that had been
prepared by a special initerdepart-
mentsl  cemmittes of the: Canadian,
government. Then, on Aprtl 26, 1822
by arder-in-council, the shieid from

alsg of course of
Enalgn flown by Canadlan
The use of flagsi
itled
This period of;
that mer-|

the Biue

up to March 21,1904
legnse, granted in order
mantile concerns  stocked with old!
flags might no be losers: has now!
expired, From today, the official flag’
of the Daminlon of Canada is the!
famuiar Canadian Red Ensign, used
as Canada's for 32 years. with,
the sghield from the new. Canudinni
cont-uf-arms substitcted {or the Dld!
shield on the iy :
Heraldry of Mew Shield .
The maln figura on the new fiag
is af course the o.d Unlen Jaek. com- .
nosed, of the St Georges, St An- !

£
i

| third of the. shield.

i ment

The

drew's and St. Patriph's Crosses,
mlnor flgura (8 the: hipld on the tly.
The heraldic desceription of the

quarterings uvn the Bh.eld of'_:i\c new
("anandlan foat-of-arms I8 as follows:
“Ist, gules, three lons passant In
pale or (‘or’ means goid); IZnd, or, &
llon rampanf within a double tres-
sure flary-counter-flory guleg: 3rd,;
azura a harp or, stringed argent: 4th,
azure, three fieurs-de-lls, or {three
gold [fleurs-de-lfa on a blug fleld); .
and the third divigion of the shield!
argent, three maple leaves confein-|
ed on ene sterm proper” 7 !

The arms on the shield are thgse
of England, Scotiand, {reland andj
France, with a “difference” to mark,
them ay Canadian, ' ‘This “difference”
ig the sprig ot maple. on the inwerj
The committee
of Ottawa experts which reviged the*‘
coat-of-arms—&lr Joseph Fope, Sir;
Willoughby Gwatkin, Themas Mul-
vey, and Dr. A, : Doughty——came)
to. the followlng conclusion: first, .
that Canadiansg artand to thelr Mipx,
in as clese a relation as do any of
hiz subjects elsewhere; 'secondlv, that|

-(E:mmiu. an integral part of the|
Brit.sh Empira, - has emerged: from/!

the 'war a member of the League of
-Natlona and iastly, that Canada was;
Iviznded by men of four different]

races—French, English, Scoitisl anriz
Irish—and that Capa’lana  {nherit!
the langunge laws, llterature anid

historva of ail four.countiries,
Criticism of Flag Design

1
i
i

ne deslgn of, the new E]ag,.h:\84

not escaped criticlsm. Leading Can-
adinn jaurnals have protested
agalnst {he shield on the fly. . dMosi
crit'cd hold that the only- “‘deface.
sitould e a s'mple’ maple
iraf. The. interest in Canadlan flag
designs was well shown duriny the
dfrcuszion  Introdoged by .thag Free
F.ess, In 1921, at the time when . the
parllamentary commniiites t-f‘td_ - thne
matier of the new congt-of-avrns "in

handd,  Litter after letter was res
celved: and thie special flag asction

\"lne the constellation of the Dipper
and the - North Star, thus produc-

ng o flag withh a family resemblance

‘o the sister dominlons of New
Zealund and Austraiia. whose f{laga
dispiay in the Tnancoer siiggested the
stars af the Southern roas™™

,The Montreal Witness pretty well
expressed a view . freely reflected In
letters reckived - by the Free Prese,
when, In an ediferial !n th: aitamn
of 1921, it sald in part:

Why Not Maple Leaf Onty?

“We ‘have received from the Can-
adian Jdepartment of naval service
annoiuneement of the perpeplaty of
the heraldle aevice on' *he flag. Nit
thiit the new escutcheon i3 qanot. n

‘vast improvement upon the ol It

‘ronsiaty now of the Engllan, Scofeh,
[rish  and_ French armns with the
maple” léaf for Canada, almoat fm
the first time falply correctly draavn,
thoug', With no a&tfemant Az eqnven-
tlonal’z.nz,  So far, 17 18 excelient.
But ‘v s not wantei on tha flag,
The Writness has pleaded with every
Fovernment, from that of H{on, Alex-

ander Mackenzie on, to have thid
meaningicss spol—if. thare must ‘b-:
a - “defacement—iyeplaced  hy  the

simpie Canadlan maple jeafl and no
more. A symhbol that é.’ml‘-l ba (diesz.
tingulstfed at any aistance,. and
wnuld, make the heart ol 'every
Canadlan, from whatever pruvince.
heat higher. The Australians have
the stars of the Southern Crosa on
.their- bine ensign. Why should we
ve doparred of our own emblem?”
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pubitshed By the IFree Press on May n
78, 1821, contained a number  of | ayg,
ciever flng: deslgns submitted Yy,

currespondents, many of whom ad- {87
vocated, the simple maple leal and, ha
‘mothing else ou the fly. 'The Freo gy
Presy’ own proposal was the Urlong,n,
Jack In the quarter with a white

finil whereon should hz shown (n|Wo




