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in 1870, the colony founded by Lord Selkirk in 1812 at the junction WINNIPEG
of the Red andyAssiniboine rivers was the major centre of Ly ~ - ngRIII\IODl\l](%};Vé PLAN OF
population and agriculture in the Canadian Northwest. At the 13 18
time of its founding the intention was to establish a commercial 12 1
farming settlement that would supply the Hudson’s Bay i1 | MANITOBA
Company with provisions, but from the outset the economy was " A Cultivated land
only partially based on crops and domestic animals. Repeated & 101
crop failures compelled all settlers to turn continually to the game £ o1 B Wooded land
and fish resources of the plains for part of their food supply. =g ———
Hunting, fishing, and fowling, in addition to agriculture, were the é ;] el peatioadion's
supports of the colony, just as they were of the fur trade. It was the £  Co and Red River
continuing uncertainty of both agriculture and the plains buffalo g 67 _ colonists -~
hunt that first created and later sustained this basic dichotomy of [__% 5 g ‘nadir:gggficultural produce
the Red River economy prior to 1870. 4 ~ toHudson’s Bay Co -

The dichotomy also reflected the disparate peoples and h Freighting by cart to St Paul,
cultures that formed the colony. Europeans and native Indians, E ' go“;at“ h‘i“’el:; a‘g?gsgg‘tgwm
British and French Métis, farmers and hunters, fishermen and fur 21 Parkland ‘ _and me:gg'eﬁa,mhe, 5
traders made up the population mix. Colonists who farmed, 1 - - , - ;
primarily Highland Scots but also including French Canadians, B k Lake ﬁshlng (whitefish) Forest
Orkneymen, and British Métis, were eventually outnumbered by 1810 1820 1830 1840 1850 1860 1870 1 Goose hunting i Trapping and rabbit hunting
peoples who lived chiefly by hunting, fishing, and trading furs. m Sugaring , Plains ,
These were mainly French Métis but many French Canadians, n ’g;ag ing and occasional - — -
British Métis, and full-blooded Indians lived in a similar manner. lo hunting , ] annual

‘ ts
By 1870 the population had risen to more than 12 0oo and ,bu'al'o,h‘m

settlement straggled for some 60 miles along the Red River and
for a similar distance west along the Assiniboine to Portage-la-
Prairie. Both settlement and agriculture clung closely to the banks
of the rivers within the distinctive river-lot survey, a system of
land division copied from that long employed in Québec.
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The Meétis population increased from 600 : -
families in 1835 to more than 2 500 by 1870. In ke Liteud d¢ -

Missouri and in some -

1835 less than half of the male heads of vears as far west -
households were Métis, but nearly all of the as Cypress Hills _—
men were married to Indian or partly Indian [ //”/ French Méti e
women. As a result, by 1870 the population was I - % renc étis . 2
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. sotie11000 0 e el . e s Y . R 2\ Route of ‘boat brigades - < = . p
Total population approximately 11 900 & The parishes of St Andrew’s and
Place of birth Canada 2.4%,  Other 0.4% Fishing S / Francois-Xavier were settled about the s
- - ) /  time and comprised nearly identical topog-
d Goose hunting 3 . ~ raphy and soil. St Andrew’s, however, was
igi i : : p - 4 settled largely by British Métis, and formed part
Religion British Isles 3.5% United States 1.4% - Sugaring \ e T I e e sl e
Catholic 44.6% / most fully committed to agriculture. In Saint-
E—— o e ! \ Sl . Frangois-Xavier the population was largely
ic origi INDE s Kl French Métis; buffalo hunting, fishing, and the
Saansn - / AN . I:I ek fur trade were their major foci of interest,
i = T ing i f cultivated land.
rer Letis £ Native 4.7% /// ael;'\’«g% Coteau : Stt’ Pail [:] SraSSIIa“T‘a » resulting in small amounts of cultivated lan
ong-lot rivilege
HISTORICAL ATLAS OF CANADA | s VOLUME II




