Henderson House Oldest Surviving Building from North
Kildonan

North Kildonan is one of the oldest settled areas in Winnipeg as it was first settled in the
1820’s, only the West and Old Kildonan areas of Winnipeg were settled before the East and
North Kildonan areas. St Boniface was settled on a permanent basis only a few years earlier
with St Vital being first settled around the same time in the early 1820’s.

The oldest surviving building from North Kildonan’s early history was built in 1854 or 1856
depending on the source but contrary to what you might think, you will not find it in North
Kildonan. The sad story is that this house originally at what is now 2112 Henderson Highway is
now in St Norbert where it has been since 1979 in the St Norbert Heritage Park off Turnbull
Drive.

Henderson House at 2112 Henderson Highway was the home of a number of generations of
Henderson’s the family that Henderson Highway, John Henderson Junior High, the Henderson
Library and Essar Avenue are named after Henderson’s. Essar is named after Samuel Robert
Henderson, who among his contributions was a reeve, councillor and school trustee for the
Municipality of Kildonan and the Municipality of East Kildonan which then included North
Kildonan before the division in 1925. He was the secretary for many years of the Kildonan St
Paul Agricultural Society and president of the Good Roads Association until his death in 1928.
East Kildonan Road was renamed Henderson Highway in his honour after his death

John Henderson was the reeve of the Municipality of Kildonan in the first decade of the 20"
century before the Municipality of Kildonan was divided into East Kildonan and West Kildonan
in 1914; with Old Kildonan splitting off from West Kildonan in 1921 and North Kildonan splitting
off from East Kildonan in 1925. John Henderson also served as a councillor on the Kildonan
Council for many years as well as on the East Kildonan School District Board.

One would think that Henderson House would enjoy a prominent place in our community
because of its age and the prominent family that lived there for many generations but this is
not the case. In around 1977-1978 the last private owner of the house at 2112 Henderson
Highway decided to build a more modern and larger house on this property. He offered to sell it
to the City of Winnipeg. The city and the local community committee dithered on making a
decision whether to restore the house and make it into a museum for the area. The more
recent outside cladding was removed but there it sat for a year. In 1978 the owner of the
property demanded that the house be moved or he would completely tear it down.

The city then decided it would be moved just down the street to the site of another historical
house at 1940 Henderson Highway. Harold Piercy the City Councillor for the area and the



president of S.P.I.K.E House a home for mentally challenged residents which was then being
started at 1940 Henderson Highway, a city owned propert,y decided that he didn’t want a
museum on this property so Henderson House remained at 2112 Henderson for a little time
longer while the community committee looked for a new location for the house.

In a very short sighted decision the house was moved from its location at 2112 Henderson
Highway to St Norbert in 1979. The owner of Henderson Highway received a tax credit from the
city and over time the ownership of Henderson Highway was transferred from the city to the
provincial government. The province made some promises that it would restore it to its original
condition but as of yet, the province has done nothing to restore it and it has no plans to
restore it or even anything to conserve it in its present state. It seems the province is willing to
allow it to completely rot away thereby solving the problem by neglect.

If one goes to see it today it is in a terrible state surrounded by a wire fence to prevent access
to it with only a small sign saying Henderson House. Some of the other homes in the park have
been restored but Henderson House unlike all the other buildings is out of place because they
have some historical ties to the area while Henderson House is completely distant from its
community.

Henderson House should be restored and moved back to our area as it is one of the oldest
surviving building in Winnipeg; it is older than Barber House in Point Douglas where millions
have been spent on it over the decades.

| believe the only way the house will be restored and moved back to the community is if many
residents demand it from our provincial, federal and city politicians. We all know money is tight
but the various levels of government spend all kinds of money on less worthy projects. If this
house is restored and moved back to our community, it can be made into a museum for our
area, ours is the only region in Winnipeg where there is no museum. It seems our elected
representatives do not think there are enough people who care about our history; we need to
prove them wrong.
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_wmtwwstorey Leg""house ‘which ma\
" be one of the oldest buildings in Mani-
toba, has been offered 1o the city by its
owner, Jack Seitz, v

Hendersopt

-—{—iscalled; currently is at 2112 Herder-

- 501 Hwy bt Mr. Seitz wants the city
to move it because he has built a new
house on the site. :

_A city report, states that the house -
_ appears to date back to 1828, although -
—-mare: research.,must be. done to.con-

\ firm that date. 1f the-date is con-

Clty offered

(((((

one of mm}desf m..the province.
* The planning Hdepartment _report,

useJastheﬁtmcture-‘ —which-will be discussed Tuesday by~
council’s parks and recreationcommit-
~ tee, recommeénds that the city accept

Mr. Seitz’ donation, -~

The house should be moved to a
two-acre park at 1040 Henderson Hwy.
“to sit alongside a . 1920°s-era stone

" house the city purchasediast year the
" report recommends

hlstoncal house

The provmcxal government should
pa) the moving costs, estimated- at
- $10,000, plus the $120,000 to $150,000
~cost of restoring the house, the report
—states.~The-city-would’ pay for main-
tammg the house dnd the park

Henduson Houw s in better
structural condition than either of the

two historic houses, the Riel Houise. ].

and the Turenne House, curreml)
__being restored by the provmce states
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Counsil approvat is sought to accept qonation of thia hiatoric housa on 2112 Handeraon Highway.

Moving costs estimated at 310,600

Acceptance of historic dwelling .
- recommended to city council

the creation of the province in 1970 67 the incorporation

The acceptance of u donatlon of what has been heralded as
one of the oldest and most historically significant buildings in
Manitoba was recommended for city councll approval by
Winnipeg's civie purks and recreation committee Tuesday.

Owned by Jack Seitz) of 2112 Henderson Highway, East
Kildonan, the nine-room, two-storey log structure, thought to

have been constructed with the eriginal Selkirk Settlement:

about 152 years ago, is being donated to make room for a new
house under construction nearby.

Ia recommending acceplance ol Seltz's offer, an ad-
ministration report estimates the cost of moving the “Red
River Frame™ dwelling to a site next to the historic Ross
House at 1940 Henderson at about $10,000, with the cost of
restoration, which it says should be picked up by the
provincial government, at $120,000 to $150,D?0.

In calling the acguisition highly desirable, the report

says “the dwelling depicts a way of life typical of that of

of the Cily of Winnipeg In 1871

The restoration of both the Henderson and Ross houses
on the same 1.9-acre site *'wiil not only greatly en-
hance the historic theme of the park.” but also facilitate
the provision of maintenance and security by consolidat-
ing services in one area, the report adds.

Coungcillors unanimously applauded the profect during
the méeting. saylng it represents a budding and long-
overdue awareness of the city’s historical identity, though a
few sald they would have preferred private enterprise o
spark the inftiative,

While acknowledging the restoration by the provincial
government of the historic Ricksand Turenne houses in
St. Norbert, Loun. Joe Zuken (Labor Election Commit-
tee — Norquay) commented he was “very much afraid
the Henderson house will be much older before they make
their decislon to contribute™ toward its costs.

middle-class ploneers in the hall century that pre-dates
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band to slap s wife.

fusing to have sex.”

Hlstorlc Henderson House '~ -

~ Owner attaches conditions to donation

.. By Chris Smith ’ ‘
“Urban Affairs Heporter

- Council’s parks and recreation cotmmit-

/5/"78

Henderson sard the request to subdivide .
" was turned down because the resulting par-

cels of land would not have had:the re-

- tee may be one jump ahead of itself inac~——— -guired frontage.

cepting the donation of an higtoric house

on Henderson nghvvay‘{
The .committee Tuesday accepted the -
offer of the two-storey log house, known as -

..Henderson House, whlchmay.bﬁnne-omm__mm_ﬂe added-he-at-Jeast-wants to-be ableto~——1

: oldest buildings in Manitoba.
= But Jack Seitz, whose wife Trudy of-

' ---sfered the house to the city last June, said

he wor't allow the houseto be moved from

the property at 2112 Hendérson Hwy. until .

he has a written commitment from the city
‘on some form of concession for the dona-

- tion.

A city report states the house may date
back to 1828, and if the date is confirmed,
the building would have been part of the
ongmal Selkirk Settlement.

The historic two- srorey Henderson House which the owner wan't allow (o be moved
“until he receives some concess.’ons from the city

~Fhe— epor t—recommends—movin
Nouse tos two-acre park at 1940 Henderson

" Hwy., to sit alongside a 1920s-era stone
_house the city purchased last year. '

‘Mr. Seitz said he had initially wanted ap-
proval to subdivide the land and-build a
second house and then sell ‘it, but was
turned down by the Lommumt\ commit-
tee.

., City environntent commissioner Dave |

Mr. Seitz said he also u.anted the city to
hook up sewer and water to his house from

~1he trunk line on the front street, but hus

since paid for it himself. .-~

deduct the value of the house fmm his in-

come tax-*as some concession” for donat- ‘

ing it to the city.
Mr: Henderson said 1t is a fairly stan-

" dard practice for pegple makitg dafidtions
" 1o the city to ask the clty legal department
for a certificate of value-io declare for in-

come Lax lel'pOSES

He said the city has not formally dealt”

with such a request and the value of the
house would Yave to' be appraised for in-
Lome tax purposes.

€ parks com _
of the house with the provision-that the

_province payv the estimated $10,000 moving
.Losts and the $120,000 to $150,000 cost of

restoring the hoyse. The city would. pay for
maintaining the house and park

The province though, through its histor-
i¢ sites and objects beard, has not commit-
ted itself to restoration funding, the city re-

_port states.
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Glft house may'“’
" be demolished

g The owner of an histonc
~log house in East’ Kildonan

sald Tuesday he will-demol-~ -
ish it in a few days unless the -
city decides quickly to give

‘him tax-concessions in re-
turn for the bu,t!ding .

- Jack Seitz offered the 152~ -
year-old house to the city
about.a year ago, but now.
I says he s tired of walting for
* some form of tax concession
| and will demolish tHe house -
{ il .the .city. does ‘not act,_
| soon,

. He said he is. oniy pre-

) pared to. walt a few more
days for a city decislon and.
"‘I have a bulidozer on the.

Toperty rig
- demolish the building.--

_g- He wants either a tax cer-
- tiffcate' which will'allgw him —

to'd'edgict the-value of the

$15 000 value he has placed. ‘

.on the log house.

‘Coun., Abe Yanofsky

‘.(ICEC Jefferson) -said
- there was no mention of tax

concessions-when the house
was offered to the city nor =
when city counmI agreed to

-_take it.

The city has accepted ‘the. .,
house to be moved to prop-

- erty. bes;de an old brick -

house in a park on Hender- -

son Highway, provided the

province  will pay -moving - .

and renovation costs. -
John McFarlane, director- -

_of the provincial historic re- -

sources . branch, sald the
province is ‘ready to-move

hfmw'*m&dﬁﬂ*“"the—hwse once-the-city and—  —

- Mr Seitz -reach—an:-agreg————-
ment, It will restore the
hOUbE‘ as funds betome avail-——
able, :

houde from™his income tax, — Coun. Alan Wade.

~ huilt on the: pmperty at 2112

_|—or property tax concessions __(NDP--Notre Dame) said“1
“for thé new home- he has

think he (Mr, Seitz) Is going
to hang himself” with all hls

' Henderson Hwy. .

~ But some members of city—-

cerity -of - Mr. Seitz’s gift
-when he-won't’ allow the
~ House to leave his' property

until he has the concesélons

: requests

Issuing tax cert!ﬁcate for -

= m_mlttmgnmgmmm@; deductions is a.
| \Tuesday questioned the sin-.

‘common’ practice: W!ren—thr"—

 cify receives a gift; but both

city. and provincial officials |
- said they can't put an historl- -

" cal value on the house, The
hmwwmlinntbmuch

: jﬂeﬁmthﬂe:valu&as &mﬂrmeuﬂdmg A
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Hlstonc house

- spared wrecker

D

1" '

1o get park site

By Chris Smith o ‘Ju'y1978* L
Urban Affairs Reporter . -

3

A 154-year-old house in East Kﬂdonan has been spared |

The house, believed to be part of the ongxnal Sel}urk
settlement, was first offered to the city by owner Jack Seitz

about a year ago, but the move to a park site has been held

up by municipal approval procedures, discussions with the

- the wrecker’s ball and takes up new residence in a city park -
beside another historic building. ‘

province and negotiations on the value of the gift for an

mcome tax write-off..
Tuesday, city council's finance committee and Mr. Seitz

~reached an agreeiment which will allow the proviricial his-
. -.. toric resources branch to move the house from 2112 Hen-
"< derson Hwy:~- e :

- Mr. Seitz will receive a tax certlﬁcate valmng the house

“for 11 years, or $18,000 in. cash; as compensation for the

(property for the year.

_ at $2,200- He had asked for a $5,000 tax deduction each year -

. inconvenience and added costs of keeping the house on his "

“However, city officials sald they.can only dppraise the
house under- standard methods because they do fiot have'.

the expertise to put an historic value on the building.

The house had been lived in until Mr. Seitz bought the -

property, and he said a bulldozer was about to knock it -

down when it was discovered it might. be of historic
value.
- Two weeks ago, “»Ir Seitz threatened to knock it down

“anyway if he didn’t receive some form of tax concession for
- donating it to the city. He had set a J uly 14 deadline, but-

postponed it because finance comrmttee was not scheduled

to meet until Tuesday to discuss the matter again,
The committee told Mr, Séitz to list his increased costs:

- and it would consider reimbursing him. Mr Seitz said he is

" facing increased labor and maferial costs because of the

delay and has been paying taxes on- the house,
City council will be asked tp appreve the finance com-

#~ mittee recommendations tonight so the provmce can pro- =
. ceed with-moving the house, The province has -already . |

. sources branch, said Tuesday it would be {wo to three .
* weeks before arrangement&.could be made Jor tranSport the SN |

__agreed to move and restore the house if the city will mam-, ,
: tam it. - '

- J. D. MeFarland du'ector of the provmmal hlstorlcmre-; _

+

L bu1id1ng . . T e
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"‘l'Ross Hotise.” ‘
" For its part, the city wnll obtalh access

lllull ALY A passtawes \"'""IJ"'"'""

X

‘The fate of the 152-year-old Henderson
_ House, _at 2112 Henderson Highway, seems
sealed rollowing Winnipeg city council's de-

.cision Wednesday. ta.back a city-provincial o

“proposal for moving and restoring it.

Under the proposal, recommended by civic
finance committee Tuesday, the pmvlnce
- will move and restore the historic dwelling at

1940 Henderson nghway, 51te of historic

= ST S AT RS i b g,

?‘.rights to the private property over which
the Henderson- House must be moved, Wwill

'dxsmantle and rehulld any fences lawns or

B @nderson House to

JuI 1 978

shrubbery on those properties and will back-
fill the basement hole at the original site,
Also, the city will grant Jack Seitz,’ who
owns the 2112 Henderson site, a $2,200 cer-
tificate for incorie tax deduction purposes,
based on the assessed value of the house.
Seitz last year donated the house to the city
as an historic artifact, but council took
until May to officially accept. '

- Seilz-says the eity’s delay-in moving.the ...

huildmg off his property has cost him about

'$16,000 in additional expenses. Finance com-

mittee has invited h1m to suhm:t an ltemlzed
list. oo
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of rod Agamder! L.rescent.

. —Canadian Forces Photo

New locatio

July 1979

il IMiQlllbUadEss Wl eIt
the province in 1978, left
hecause of the provincial

n sought

for Henderson House

it appears that the O0Id
Henderson House, situaled
atl 2112 Henderson Highway,
will not be moved to the Ross
property at 1940 Henderson
Highway after all.

Early last weel, Norma
Price. Minister of Tourism

and Cultural Affairs, had
announced the Province
would be restoring the

structure and would move
the building to the Ross
tHouse property.

Councillor Harold Piercy
'Ind. Henderson: told the
tlerald he has made repre-
sentation to the Minister and
lo the City’s Environment
Commissioner objecting to
the building being placed at
1940 Henderson. Councillor

" Coun. H. Piércy

director of
S PIK.E. Inc, whichis the

Piercy is a

group of local residents

Mclvor Avenue
Contract awarded

The contract to pave
Mclvor Avenue has been
awarded to J.D. Construc-
tion  Company Limited,
according to Councillor
Harold Piercy.

i I P

paving be completed within
70 days from the date the
contract is formally
awarded by the City.”
Piercy said he has asked
City Admm:stratlon to hav

- e =

which converted the Hoss
property into a home for
handicapped people.

Piercy said, "“‘We of
S PIKE. Inc. have
expended a great deal of
time, money and effort
converting the old Ross
House into a home for handi-
capped people. We just do
not want and indeed won't
have a home for handi-
capped people turned into a
tourist attraction. We have
tried to normalize the life of
our Ross House handicapped
residents. To place an
historic building on the same
grounds would grossly inter-
fere with the atmosphere we
of SP.LK.E. lInc.  are
atternpling 1o create.’

Piercy said Tourism and
Cultural Affairs  Minister
Price was sympathetic to the
problem and is now
considering other city parks
property in North Kildenan
for locating the 0Old
Henderson House. Coun-
cillor Piercy has suggested
consideration be given to
Centennial Park, Bunn's
Creek or the new park pre
sently being developed on
Paufeld Street.
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Province to restore

{
{
t
old Henderson House
: «
The Manitoba government Seikirk settler. :
is {aking steps to restore and For some time it had been ¢
preserve the Henderson believed that the house had j
House, 2112 Henderson been altered to such an |
Highway, as a building of extent over the years that
provinciail historic much of its original cen- ¢
significance, Tourism and struction had been
Cultural Affairs Minister destroyed. In 1977, g3
Norma Price has Manitoba’s Historic Sites 5
announced, ~ Advisory Board reviewed |
The minister said the the question of preserving ¢
province has agreed to the house as a historic site g
accept the house as a' gift . and recommended that it be
from its present owner, Jack photographed, measured
Seitz, and will move it by the and carefully demolished o ¢
end of this month to City of preserve the remains of the ,
Winnipeg Property at 1940 original structure. a
Henderson Highway, Subsequently, at the
commonly known as suggestion of Mr. Seitz, the
Ross property. The province province's Historic Re-
has also accepted sources branch began
responsibility for its stripping away the obvious
restoration over time. non-original construction ¢,
The City of Winnipeg is co- raterials and found that ¢
operating in the move andin  most of the house had been
the final location of the kept in its original state. It
house. was found to be a fine ¢
Mrs. Price said the house, example of Red River frame g
dating from 1858, is one of construction whereby logs b
the oldest log structures in  are laid horizontally, fitting W
Manitoba. Its present site into vertical braces. Thelog (.
was first homesteaded by work is well detailed and by
Samuel Robert Henderson, generally, the Henderson g
an Orkneyman with the House is considered to be in 4
Hudson’s Bay Company, better shape than other p
with his wife Flora koown buildings of this g
Livingstone, an original pertod. ai
Y- e S Sl ARl T L ORTC  TA, e
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L Memones of 38 years in Henderson house

13 Peter Hovmg sits in front of the 152-year-old Henderson house
at 2112 Henderson Highway as workmen prepare to re-
“'move it for restoration, The house, dating from the time of the

- l:f

o Selkirk _settlement, will be.moved-to-thesite-of the historic. — .

‘Ross House, 1940 Henderson Highway. Hoving, who bought

the house from a member of the Henderson family, lived in

it with his family from 1926 to 1954 when he sold the
structure. The current owner, Jack Seitzadonated the hotse to
the-civy in return-for-a 32,200 1ax-certificate and-the filling of -
the basement hole. The province will pay forthe restoration.

b i pu ‘ s
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Home, home on the road

After 15 hours on the road, Henderson
House arrived safely Tuesday at its Turnbull
Drive destination, where it will undergo ex-

tensive restoration befors being moved to a
- permanent sits, yet to be announced. The

120-year-old log cabin, believed to be the
first residence built on the east side of the
Red River, began the journey from 2112
Henderson Hwy. to Lot 78 on Turnbull Dr. at
about 2 a.m. Police, Manitoba Hydro cfficials

Tribure photo by Jae Mcleﬂon

S){:\IQ%GWEG’I/’\ fQ_ é’ /?7?

and workers from CP Rall, Manitoba.-Teles
phone System and Hardman Movers pitched
in to make the trip, via the Perimeter High-
way, 8 success. The tourism and cultural af-
tairs department will restore the building.
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